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Nationally, 77% of children 
who sat the National  
Primary School Examination 
(NPSE) passed, but in EducAid Maronka, 15 out 
of 15 students earned the grade required to go 
to Junior Secondary School. 

This year, 22 Maronka pupils (11 boys and 11 
girls) will sit their NPSE, probably in the first 
week of May (date is yet to be confirmed). 
Equally, while a national Early Grade Reading 
& Maths assessment in 2021-22 found that 
primary school children across the country 
have a worrying average attendance rate of 
54%, the 100 Maronka students had an 
attendance rate of 97% in term 1 this year. 
Everyone is working together to address the 
issues of the few with the local community 
to ensure everyone is coming to school. At 
EducAid, school is free, but all students 
have fees that only they can provide. These 
are: 

• Excellent Behaviour;  
• Excellent Attendance 
• Excellent Effort 

Attendance at Maronka has improved to 
98% this term with the 2% being made up of only authorised absences for serious illness. 

Case study: M*** T****  
arrived in EducAid aged at or 
about 5 – she does not know 
her birthday.  
Her life to that point had been 
one of washing up for her 
grandmother who sells ‘cookri’ 
(cooked rice and sauce) in a 
small baffa (informal restaurant) in Makeni.  She had no 
time for friends, school or play.  When she arrived, she 
was quite angry with the world and tended to solve her 
problems with her fists or with insults.  She has now 
been at EducAid for 7 years and is a completely 
different person.  She is now a family leader, taking 
responsibility for 10 of her peers and juniors – making 
sure everyone does their laundry together, has done 
their teeth before going to school, eats together, does 
their study and so on.  She is a wonderful, caring leader. 
We look forward to seeing her continuing to grow in 
her leadership skills, her emotional intelligence and 
academic confidence. 

 
M*** leads her family discussion, making sure everyone’s voice is 

heard and that all her family group feels safe and loved. 

Our great appreciation goes to all of you who 
are funding EducAid Maronka Primary School, a 
role-model school at the heart of EducAid’s 
school improvement Quality Enhancement 
Programme (QEP). 
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